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SUB J : SOUTH WEST AFRICA: POLITICS IN OWAMBO 

1. ARGUS PAPERS' SWA CORRESPONDENT CLIVE COWLEY HAS 
FILED REPORTS THIS WEEK WHICH SHOW TWO DISTINCT SIDES 
OF POLITICS IN OWAMBO ( OVAMBOLAND) AND PORTEND AN 
EVENTUAL CLASH BETWEEN TRADITIONAL LEADERS AND THOSE WHO 
DISAGREE WITH THEIR VIEWS AND DO NOT HONOR THEIR LEADERSHIP. 

2. IN INTERVIEW. BISHOP LEONARD AU ALA, LEADER OF UNITED 
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH ( VELKSWA), WHICH CLAIMS 
315,000 MEMBERS ( MOSTLY OVAMBOS), ADVOCATED MULTIRACIAL 
FEDERAL FORM OF GOVERNMENT FOR SWA. HE SAID UNITY OF 
VELKSWA. COMPOSED AS IT IS OF MEMBERS OF SEVEN ETHNIC 
GROUPS, PROVED SPIRIT OF UNITY WAS A REALITY IN SWA 
DESPITE ETHNIC DIFFERENCES. DIVISION OF PEOPLE INTO 
HOMELANDS. HE ASSERTED, HINDERS DEVELOPMENT. AUALA, 

AN OVAMBO, MAINTAINED THAT " IN THEIR HEARTS' 1 LEADERS 
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OF OWAMBO LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DID NOT WANT SWA FRAGMENTED. 
BUT, HE ADDED, THEY ARE AFRAID TO GO AGAINST WHAT SAG WANTS. 

3. IN CONTRAST TO IDEAS EXPRESSED BY BISHOP AUALA, 

OWAMBO' S LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL ( ALL MEMBERS OF WHICH ARE 
APPOINTED BY TRIBAL ELDERS) HAS ACTED TO PERPETUATE 
TRADITIONALIST CONTROL OF OWAMBO GOVERNMENT AFTER OWAMBO 
GAINS TRANS KEI- TYPE OF SELF- GOVERNMENT IN MAY. ONE 
LIKELY RESULT WILL BE OWAMBO GOVERNMENT’ S CONTINUED 
SUPPORT OF SOUTH AFRICA' S POLICY OF SEPARATE DEVELOPMENT. 
CONSTITUTIONAL PROPOSALS ADOPTED BY LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

( LEGCO) INCLUDE PROVISION THAT NO POLITICAL PARTY WILL 
BE PERMITTED TO BE ESTABLISHED OR FUNCTION IN OWAMBO 
WITHOUT PERMISSION OF LEGCO. IN ADDITION CHIEFS AND 
SENIOR HEADMEN WILL RETAIN POWER TO PROHIBIT PUBLIC 
MSETINGS IN THEIR AREA. THERE WILL BE POPULAR ELECTIONS 
AND MEMBERSHIP OF LEGCO WILL BE INCREASED FROM 42 TO 56. 
HOWEVER, MAJORITY (35) OF LEGCO MEMBERS WILL BE APPOINTED. 
MOREOVER, NO PERSON WHO HAS BEEN CONVICTED OF TREASON, 

FOUND GUILTY UNDER TERRORISM ACT OR BEEN LISTED UNDER 
SUPPRESSION OF COMMUNISM ACT WILL BE PERMITTED TO BE 
MEMBER OF LEG O. THIS WILL SERVE TO PREVENT SOME 
SWAPO LEADERS FROM CONTESTING ELECTIONS. 

4. COMMENT: ( A) LEGCO HAS GIVEN ITSELF ARBITRARY POWERS TO 
SUPPRESS POLITICAL OPPOSITION IN OWAMBO. THIS COULD HAVE EFFECT 
OF FORCEFULLY KEEPING LID ON POSSIBLE POLITICAL FERMENT THERE. 
ON OTHER HAND. ACTION OLDER TRADITIONAL LEADERS HAVE TAKEN TO 
KEEP THEMSELVES IN POWER WILL INTENSIFY ALREADY EXISTING 
ANIMOSITY YOUNGER, EDUCATED OVAMBOS HAVE SHOWN 

FOR THEM AND FOR SEPARATE DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT. THIS CAN 
ONLY LEAD TO A GROWTH OF POLITICAL TENSION AMONG 
OVAMBOS. (B) FURTHER CONSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT OF 
OWAMBO " HOMELAND" AND ADOPTION OF PROVISIONS AIMED AGAINST 
THOSE IN OPPOSITION TO TRADITIONAL LEADERS, WHO HAVE THUS 
FAR SUPPORTED SA POLICIES FOR SWA. WILL PROBABLY ADD TO 
POINTS AT ISSUE BETWEEN SAG AND UNITED NATIONS. 

HURD 
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